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ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 10-13 ISO-OO DHA-02 VO-03 SCA-01 INSE-00 

AID-05 DPW-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 /081 W 

120956 

R 230948Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MANILA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7919 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
CINCPAC 
CINCPACREPPHIL 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
AMEMBASSY TAIPEI 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 10894 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS: 

TAGS: CASC, VN, RP, UNHCR 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: BOAT CASES 

REF: REF: MANILA 10781 

1 . UNHCR REP (DHAR) CALLED EMBOFFS JULY 23 AND SAID THAT 
DFA HAD JUST INFORMED HIM SHIP WITH 31 REFUGEES WHICH HAD 
ORIGINALLY LANDED IN MINDORO HAD DECIDED TO ACCEPT PROVISIONS 
AND FUEL AND DEPART. DHAR EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE SURPRISE 
SINCE DFA CURRENTLY PREPARING RECOMMENDATION 
TO INTER-AGENCY COMMITTEE THAT 3 1 BE GRANTED ASYLUM. DHAR 
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SAID HE WILL VISIT REFUGEES AT SUBIC ON SUNDAY, JULY 25 TO 
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DISCUSS MATTER WITH THEM PERSONALLY. HE HAS NOT BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL IN CONTACTING PHIL MIL LIAISON OFFICERS 
WHO ARE REPORTEDLY SOURCE FOR DFA'S INFORMATION ON 
REFUGEES DECISION. 

2. IN PROVIDING DHAR WITH PARTICULARS OF YET 
ANOTHER BOATLOAD (14) OF REFUGEES WHICH WAS SIGHTED 
BY US NAVAL VESSEL ON JULY 22 AND LANDED IN 

THE PHILIPPINES MORNING JULY 23, EMBOFF WAS ASSURED 
THAT UNHCR HERE CONTINUING TO PURSUE POSITIVE LINE 
WITH GOP. EACH LETTER DHAR SENDS TO GOP ON REFUGEES 
CONTAINS STRONG ASSURANCE UNHCR WILL ASSUME RESPON- 
SIBILITY FOR THEIR CARE AND MAINTENANCE AND UNDERTAKES 
THEIR RESETTLEMENT ELSEWHERE. 

3. COMMENT: DHAR PROMISED TO REPORT TO HIS TRIP TO 
SUBIC. HE SEEMED SKEPTICAL (WE FEEL RIGHTLY SO IN 

VIEW OF GOP ATTITUDES REPORTED REFTEL) ABOUT 31 REFUGEES 
DESIRE TO LEAVE PHILIPPINES. DHAR S REFUSAL TO 
SIMPLY ACCEPT DFA STATEMENT ON REFUGEES AND PLAN TO 
CONTACT THEM PERSONALLY IS INDICATIVE OF THE 
RESPONSIBLE AND POSITIVE APPROACH HE HAS BEEN TAKING 
WITH THE BOAT CASES. SULLIVAN 
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